How To “Cozyfi” Your Classic!

BY MEREDITH DAY

i :i I Ce love our classic homes, It really doesn’t get

1 [ any more alfordable than a classic mobile
S0 home ina nice park communiry!

| New manufactured homes are now built
2 ator above code for private property dwell-

ings. They ofter thick insulagon, thermal double-

pane windows, convection heat and air systems,

and more,

Homes built prior 1o the 80s tend to have lit-
tle insulation in the thin walls and may have joints
that have loosened over the years, allowing warm
air o escape in the winten

Whether vou want 1o stay with vour classic
home out of love or budger, there are many things
you can do to “coeyh” your home for winter and
SUTTIET,

The biggest issue in the summer is, of course, heat.
You need airllow and overhang 1o combat the brutal heat that
ciin build up in the older, less insulated homes,

In the summer you need high, open windows at cach end of

the home so the hot air can exit. Open the windows 1o the
air conditioner, blowing the

IJ'I'L'L‘?.L‘ S0k il Can “"”I'L'. A% i1 natuara
Lot air out,

IMvou must use aiv conditioning, be sure that you have a high
window cracked about one inch; your AC bill will be lower,

In the summer, make sure that you have some kind of cover

or overhang on the cast and west windows, The cover can be a

lixed porch, canvas awning or a nice wellis of bougainvillea,
Another solution is to apply solar film on cast and west

expostire windows, This can make a tremendous difference in

the classic homes,

VINTER COZYFICATION

In the days of Camelot, drafiy castles were protected [rom the

cold with tapestry wall hangings, thick rugs, heavy velvet drap-

eries and huge hreplaces, We have many more options today!
In the older classic homes, seuling can occour, causing

46

heat loss, Inspect vour hame and Bl all olwious chinks in the
“armor”! The classic homes were constructed with 2x2s instead
of 2x4s in the walls—much less insulanon! For winter, heavier
thermal drapes to the floor can make a big difference.

OLLECTOR WINDC
In the northern hemisphere, the winter sun travels in the
south, The best and cheapest way o heat a home in the winter
is o have good “passive collector” windows in the south and
elhicient msulation in the other walls,

In a dralty classic, consider adding a lew southern win-
dlows for passive heat. Tt is amazing what the southern exposure
can do o make the home warmen A carport or porch awning
to the west (over existing windows) can make a really significant
heat reduction,

Be sure o close all |1uul§.||g.f.-\{'. vents in unused rooms! Heat

the room you are in rather than heating the whole house so

vou can be warm in one or two rooms! A well placed space

heater can be much cheaper than running the furnace.
Celebrate affordable Corylhication! We all win!
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